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teaching classes at CCU, he is presently on the Board of 
Directors of Christ in Youth in Joplin, Missouri (C.I.Y.), the 
Executive Board for the North American Christian Convention 
(N.A.C.C.) and the Board of Directors of Christian Arabic 
Services (C.A.S.). 

Dr. J. Michael Shannon 
Mike Shannon is a third generation 
preacher in the Christian churches. He 
holds degrees from Milligan College 
(BA), Kentucky Christian College 
(MMin), Cincinnati Bible Seminary 
(MDiv), and Reformed Theological 
Seminary (DMin). 

He has served as a preaching minister, 
church planter, and college professor. His 
most recent preaching ministry was at the historic First Christian 
Church of Johnson City, Tennessee. For ten years Mike taught 
in the ministry program at CCU. He returned to the classroom at 
CCU in 2001. He has also been an adjunct professor at Milligan 
College and Northern Kentucky University. 

Mike currently serves as the Academic Dean of Cincinnati 
Bible Seminary. He is the author or co-author of 12 books, and 
is a frequent contributor to the Standard Lesson Commentary, 
Devotion magazine and Preaching magazine. 
Mike and his wife Rosemary live in Union, KY, with their 
daughter Angela, a college student.

Mike’s hobbies include visiting presidential sites, ventriloquism, 
and anything related to “The Andy Griffi th Show.”

Dr. Douglas A. Spears
Doug Spears earned his BS in Christian 
Ministry from Cincinnati Christian 
University. He also received a ThM from 
Louisville Bible College, MDiv from 
Cincinnati Bible Seminary, and his MEd 
and PhD from Kent State University. 
He served as Associate Minister with 
the Northside Christian Church in New 
Albany, Indiana, for seven years and as 
preaching minister for nine years at the 
Southwest Christian Church in Cleveland, Ohio.

Dr. Spears is a charter member of the American Association 
of Christian Counselors (AACC) and also a member of the 
American Counseling Association (ACA). He is licensed as a 
professional clinical counselor (LPCC) in Ohio and (CPC) in 
Kentucky. In addition to serving as chair of Counseling and 
Family Studies at CCU, he also serves as consultant and clinical 
supervisor with One Hope Christian Counseling Associates and 
New Beginnings Christian Counseling. His current research 
interests include impact of infertility on adoptive parenting, 
effi cacy of pre-marital counseling, and counseling needs 
assessment for the local church and Bible college.

Doug and his wife Gayle, also a CCU graduate, have been 

married since 1979 and have two children, Jennifer and 
Jonathan.

Dr. Tom Thatcher
Tom Thatcher is a native of 
Norwood, Ohio, an industrial 
suburb just north of Cincinnati. 
After attending the University of 
Cincinnati, he transferred to CCU to 
complete his BA in Biblical Studies. 
Tom and his wife Becky, who also 
attended CCU before completing her 
education degree at the College of 
Mt. St. Joseph, were married in 1987. 
They have one son, Aaron, and a daughter, Julie.

Tom is deeply committed to making CCU more visible and 
credible in the broader world of Biblical scholarship. Working 
toward this goal, he has completed the MA and MDiv degrees 
at CCU and a PhD in Biblical studies from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He is active in the Society of Biblical 
Literature, and has published two academic books and over 
twenty articles and essays through professional journals and 
conferences, with three more books scheduled for release by 
2005. At the same time, Tom and Becky are deeply committed to 
the community and the local church. They are active in a variety 
of ministries at White Oak Christian Church, where Becky is 
a staff member, and Tom is currently Chair of the Board of 
“Safe Haven for Teens,” a mission directed to the needs of 
urban youth. Tom began teaching at CCU as an adjunct faculty 
member in 1992 and has been full-time since 1996.

Professor Verna L. Weber
Before coming to CCU, Verna 
taught at Nebraska Christian College 
and at Rosebank Bible College in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Verna 
and her husband, Bill, and their two 
children were urban missionaries in 
South Africa for twelve years. During 
her time there she was involved in 
family life education, leadership 
training, mentoring, and benevolent 
ministries. 

As a Certifi ed Family Life Educator, she enjoys teaching 
couples, parents, and the students who work with and minister to 
them. She is a speaker and a workshop and seminar leader. 

Verna and Bill have been married for over thirty years. They 
have two married children and three grandsons who greatly 
enrich their lives.

Verna holds a bachelor’s degree from Nebraska Christian 
College, a master’s degree in Human Development and the 
Family from the University of Nebraska, and a master’s degree 
in Pastoral Care and Counseling from Cincinnati Bible Seminary 
here at Cincinnati Christian University.
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Dr. William C. Weber
Dr. Bill Weber has been involved in 
Christian higher education since 1992, 
fi rst at Nebraska Christian College 
and is now Professor of Urban and 
Intercultural Studies at Cincinnati 
Bible Seminary.

Johannesburg, South Africa, was home 
for twelve years to Dr. Weber when he 
and his family served in an evangelistic 
and church planting mission in one of the dynamic world-class 
cities in Africa. Working among several different ethnic groups, 
he started a non-traditional leadership development program for 
urban churches. In addition, he was involved in evangelistic and 
church planting work.

Dr. Weber is committed to the mission of  preparing men and 
women for both life and ministry. His particular concern is for 
the spiritual development of students.

Bill began his higher education at Nebraska Christian College 
and Fort Hays State University (Kansas) and earned his PhD at 
the University of Nebraska.

Bill and his wife, Verna, have been married for over thirty years. 
Their daughter and son are both married and involved in full-
time ministry. They have three wonderful grandsons.

Dr. Mark Ziese
Dr. Ziese says, “The decision to pursue 
an advanced degree was a diffi cult 
choice for me. My love for the church 
and its people pushed me toward a 
preaching ministry; interests in history, 
travel, languages, and archaeology 
pushed me in other directions. 
Fortunately, my position at CCU allows 
me to combine what I feel is signifi cant 
with what I love to do.”

Dr. Ziese’s fi rst archaeological experience came over 20 years 
ago at a small farmstead north of Jerusalem. Since then, he has 
returned to the region regularly; he has even had the opportunity 
to live in Palestine for more than a year with his wife, Vicki, 
son, Tanner, and daughter, Moriah. Along the way he has 
mapped the defenses of an Iron Age fortress, excavated an 
Assyrian administrative center, taught in the Palestinian Institute 
of Archaeology, and directed the digging of an early Islamic 
caravansary. Current projects include publishing pottery from the 
Canaanite site of Taanach “by the waters of Megiddo” (Judges 
5:19), developing distance education courses, and leading tours 
to the Biblical world.

Dr. Ziese teaches classes at CCU that explore the intersection 
between material culture and the Biblical text. As he has said, 

“Where else can I walk into the classroom with a Bible in one 
hand, a slide presentation in the other, rolls of maps under my 
arms, and broken pottery in my pockets!”

Dr. Ziese is a graduate of Ozark Christian College. He has 
advanced degrees in Ancient Near Eastern Studies from both 
Cincinnati Bible Seminary and Hebrew Union College. His PhD 
from Andrews University is in the area of Field Archaeology.

www.CCUniversity.edu/seminary
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SEMINARY CAMPUS CALENDAR 2007-2008

Fall 2007-2008         

August 7    Staff Retreat      
August 10    Faculty Retreat    
August 11    Early Fall Move-in Day   
August 13-17    Early Fall Classes     
August 17    Employee Luncheon    
August 18    New Student Move-in Day   
August 18-21     New Student Orientation (CBC)  
August 22    Semester Classes Begin   
August 23    Convocation Chapel    
August 23    New Student Orientation (Seminary)  
August 23, 27, 28   Evening Classes Begin (CBC and CBS) 
August 30    Seminary Picnic    
September 3    LABOR DAY HOLIDAY (No Classes) 
September 19    Fall Picnic (CBC, afternoon classes cancelled) 
October 4-7    FALL RECESS (No Classes) 
November 2    Trustees’ Meeting    
November 5-9    Spring Semester Registration Begins 
November 15-18   National Missionary Convention  
November 16    (classes dismissed to attend convention)  
November 21-25   THANKSGIVING RECESS  (no classes after 5 p.m. Tuesday)
November 28 - December 1  Christmas Dinner Theater   
December 10-13   Semester Examinations

Spring 2008-2009         

January 2-9    Early Spring Classes    
January 10, 11    Registration (CBC and CBS)   
January 14    Semester Classes Begin  
January 14, 15, 17   Evening Classes Begin (CBC and CBS) 
January 21    Martin Luther King Day (no classes/offi ces open)
February 8    Trustee’s Meeting    
March 10-14    SPRING RECESS (No Classes) 
March 21-23    EASTER RECESS (No Classes)  
March 24-28    Advising for Fall Semester   
March 31-April 4   Fall Semester Registration Begins  
April 16    Community Service Day   
May 5-8    Semester Examinations   
May 9     Trustee’s Meeting   
May 9     Seminary Commencement (7:30pm) 
May 10    Undergraduate Commencement (10:00am)
May 12-16    Summer Session (Week 1)   
May 19-23    Summer Session (Week 2)  
May 26    Memorial Day (No Classes)  
May 27-30    Summer Session (Week 3)     
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SEMINARY CAMPUS CALENDAR

Fall 2008-2009         

TBA     Staff Retreat      
TBA     Faculty Retreat    
August 16    Early Fall Move-in Day   
August 18-22    Early Fall Classes     
TBA     Employee Luncheon    
August 23    New Student Move-in Day   
August 23-26     New Student Orientation (CBC) 
August 27    Semester Classes Begin  
August 28    Convocation Chapel    
August 28    New Student Orientation (Seminary)  
August 28 Sept. 2, 6   Evening Classes Begin (CBC and CBS) 
September 1    LABOR DAY HOLIDAY (No Classes) 
September 4    Seminary Picnic    
September 24    Fall Picnic (CBC, afternoon classes cancelled) 
October 9-10    FALL RECESS (No Classes)
November 7    Trustees’ Meeting    
November 10-14   Advising for Spring Semester  
November 17-21   Spring Semester Registration Begins  
November 26-30   THANKSGIVING RECESS (no classes after 5 p.m. Tuesday)
December 3-6    Christmas Dinner Theater   
December 15-18   Semester Examinations   

Spring 2007-2008         

January 5-9    Early Spring Classes    
January 12-16    Early Spring Classes (Week 2)   
January 15, 16, 17   Registration (CBC and CBS)   
January 20    Semester Classes Begin   
January 20, 22, 26   Evening Classes Begin (CBC and CBS) 
February 12, 13   Trustee’s Meeting    
March 9-13    SPRING RECESS (No Classes)  
April 10-12    EASTER RECESS (No Classes)  
March 23-27    Advising for Fall Semester  
March 30-April 3   Fall Semester Registration Begins 
April 15    Community Service Day  
May 11-14    Semester Examinations   
May 15    Trustee’s Meeting   
May 15    Seminary Commencement (7:30pm) 
May 16    Undergraduate Commencement (10:00am)
May 18-22    Summer Session (Week 1)  
May 19-23    Summer Session (Week 2)  
May 25    Memorial Day (No Classes)
June 1-5    Summer Session (Week 3)   
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